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arrested and taken to St. Omer, where he had been confined
in a hotel. When the ministers came back they were full of
excitement and Douglas thought it best to send for F. E.
Smith, who came to lunch with them, and Douglas was
rather shocked at the amount of his best brandy that Sir
F* E. consumed* After lunch there was a terrific argument.
The ministers wanted an apology from the Adjutant-
General, but Douglas pointed out that this was impossible
as the A.G. had only carried out his orders. The ministers
gradually calmed down when they realised that no one need
hear anything about it. They had all threatened to resign
from the Cabinet if it became known that such an indignity
had been paid to a Cabinet minister. Finally everyone swore
to keep the matter secret and Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Lloyd
George and Sir F. E. Smith left G.H.Q. quite happy with
the intention of forgetting the whole incident and keeping
it entirely to themselves. However, the whole story appeared
in the evening papers, so one of them must have given the
show away immediately after reaching London.

Mr. Lloyd George intimated that he would not be able to
produce all the ammunition promised for March till July.
Douglas had already made his plans for an offensive in the
spring and he wanted to be prepared to follow up a decisive
attack for three months if the opportunity offered itself. If,
however, Lloyd George was not going to be able to meet
the requirements, Douglas thought that the best thing for
him to do would be to state how much ammunition he could
provide by a given date and Douglas would then alter his
plans to suit. Douglas felt that this method was rather like
putting the cart before the horse.

Douglas was anxious that a simultaneous attack should
be made along the whole front by all the Allies, so that a
constant pressure would be brought to bear on the Germans.
The French, however, did not like the idea of attacking
north of Ypres whilst the Germans had so many men in